Minutes of the meeting of the Leisure Committee held in The Sportsman Meeting Room, Birchwood Leisure Centre, Longmead, Hatfield AL10 0AN on Wednesday 25th November 2009 at 7.30pm.
	PRESENT:
	Councillor S. Atkinson (Chairman)

	
	Councillor H. Berry

	
	Councillor L. Clark

	
	Councillor D. Kay

	
	Councillor S. Laver-Walton

	
	Councillor K. Langley

	
	

	EX-OFFICIO MEMBER:
	Councillor H. Morgan

	
	Councillor M. Clark

	ALSO PRESENT:
	Councillor G. Wiltshire

	OFFICERS:
	C. A. Lloyd (Town Clerk)

	
	P. Widdicombe (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	


54. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. Alder and Councillor R. Wheeler.
55. PRESENTATION ON RECYCLING BY WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL

Ms. C. Walker made a presentation to Members and requested that the Council consider permitting more recycling bins at Lemsford Hall and Newgate Street Village Hall car parks.

Members requested that an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the Council so that the request could be considered.

56. QUESTION TIME
There were no questions from the public.
57. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2009 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

58. HATFIELD TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB WORKING PARTY

The minutes were noted.

59. DE HAVILLAND WORKING PARTY

The minutes of the meeting were noted and it was RESOLVED that;

(i) Static goal posts be installed at de Havilland football pitch for free use by all;

(ii) Notice boards and finger posts be placed at various sites to assist residents in finding places such as de Havilland Grange;

(iii) Consultation be undertaken with local residents to install an outdoor table tennis table at Chipmunk Chase;

(iv) Countryside Management Service (or similar) be engaged to provide expert advice on management of de Havilland Meadow;

(v) Consultation be undertaken with local residents on installing a natural play site at de Havilland Grange aimed at young people and adults and the Clerk start negotiations with the local planning authority on erecting a community use building on de Havilland Grange;

(vi) Consideration be given to installing a barbeque site at de Havilland Grange, following the advice and comments from all interested parties (residents, fire brigade etc) with the view that the site will be cleaned and maintained by the community groups in the area.

60. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
61. BUTTERCUP SEATING CAMPION ROAD, HATFIELD
Members considered the report of officers and noted the report by the Borough Council’s Health and Safety Officer.

Taking into consideration the Health and Safety Officer’s advice and the Clerk’s comments in light of that advice, Members concluded that they did not consider the seating a risk other than a need to advise users that the seating was not play equipment.
RESOLVED that an appropriate sign be erected
(Action: Clerk)

62. WATER TANK CLEANING
Members considered the report of officers and noted the £750 expenditure incurred in cleaning the tanks at Birchwood.  Quotations for staff training and work to the water tanks and systems at the Council’s other buildings had been received for £4,275.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND to the Resources and Policy Committee that £4,275 be approved.
(Action: Clerk)

63. BIRCHWOOD SPORTS HALL AMBIRAD GAS HEATERS
Members noted the report of officers and the work undertaken by the Deputy Clerk to obtain quotations for replacement heating.  A further quotation had been received from Company “C” totalling £20,792.
RESOLVED that 4 wall heaters be installed costing £9,398.
(Action: Deputy Clerk)

64. USE OF HOWE DELL COMMUNITY CENTRE BY HOWE DELL CHILDREN’S CENTRE
Members noted the report of officers.  Issues of building security and lack of parking on site for hall users were raised.
RESOLVED that the Children’s Centre be offered free use of the Community Hall one morning or afternoon of their choice per week subject to all building keys being in the Town Council’s ownership and bookings being made through the Council’s system.  This offer to be reviewed once the roads were adopted by Hertfordshire County Council thus possibly providing additional on‑street parking.
(Action: Clerk)

65. MARKETING THE FUNZONE
The report of officers suggested the creation of an e-zine to be sent out to previous hirers of the FunZone.
RESOLVED that officers report back to the Committee with a Marketing Strategy and quotations for Marketing advice if necessary.

(Action: Clerk/Leisure Services Manager)

66. CCTV
Members noted the report of officers and the quotations received.

RESOLVED that T&J Fire be engaged to service the Council’s CCTV system.
(Action: Head of Technical Services)

67. FENCING - LEMSFORD
Members noted the quotations for bow top fencing for the children’s play area and chain link fencing for the remainder of the perimeter adjacent to the field.
RESOLVED that bow top fencing be supplied and installed for £1,183.38.  The existing chainlink fencing be removed with the corner posts being left in place to mark the Council’s boundary.
(Action: Head of Technical Services)

68. INCOME CHARGES / FEES 2010/11
Members noted the suggested fees and charges for 2010/11 and RESOLVED that officers prepare a schedule which reflected an increase near to 2% rounded to the nearest 50p or pound.
(Action: Deputy Clerk)

69. GATES AT BIRCHWOOD
Members considered the report of officers and RESOLVED that

(i) a bow top gate be purchased for £1,335.55 and

(ii) two vehicle barrier with locking post be purchased for £1,520.96 each to be placed at the entrance to the Leisure Centre car park and locked each night to reduce anti-social behaviour in the car park.
(Action: Head of Technical Services)

70. GATES AT DE HAVILLAND GRANGE
Members noted the quotations received and RESOLVED that a vertical bar railing gate with hasp and staple be installed for £3,272.22.
(Action: Head of Technical Services)

71. BIRCHWOOD AT HALLOWEEN
Members noted the success of the event organised by the police and other agencies at King George V Recreation Ground Welwyn Garden City on 31st October and RESOLVED that the Clerk approach the police to see if a similar scheme could be implemented at Birchwood Leisure Centre on 31st October 2010.
(Action: Clerk)

72. ROE HILL HALL – ELECTRICAL SURVEY AND NEW ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION BOARDS

Members noted the report of officers and suggested that an alternative quotation may be available from the electrical contractors who carried out work at Newgate Street Village Hall.

(Action: Head of Technical Services)

73. PAINTING OF FUNZONE

Members noted the quotations received and RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND to the Resources and Policy Committee that £2,156.25 be spent on painting the FunZone.

(Action: Clerk)

74. RUGBY AT ROE HILL

Members noted the Rugby Club’s proposals and the effect they would have on the playing pitch and areas used by other recreation ground users.  Officers were requested to ensure that the groundstaff rolled the training area more frequently and that the Rugby Club accepted the damage that would be caused by their training to the playing pitch.

RESOLVED that the Rugby Club’s proposals to move the floodlights be approved subject to any necessary planning permission.

(Action: Clerk)

75. FLOORING AT ROE HILL

Members noted that the damp survey had indicated that there was no underlying damp problem.

It was RESOLVED that a quotation for flooring guaranteed for 30 years be reported to the Resources and Policy Committee and Borough Councillor N. Atkinson be invited to view the flooring once the existing surface had been removed.

(Action: Leisure Services Manager)

76. LEMSFORD HALL AS A WEDDING VENUE
Members noted the officers’ suggestions and RESOLVED that 

(i) Lemsford Church be approached for information on weddings planned at the Church;
(ii) A wedding planner be invited to make suggestions for improvements; and

(iii) A report with full details and figures be reported back to a future meeting of the Committee.

(Action: Clerk)

77. NEWGATE STREET VILLAGE HALL KITCHEN

Members noted Councillor Wiltshire’s update on progress in updating the kitchen at Newgate Street Village Hall as Vice Chairman of the Village Hall Committee and RESOLVED that a report be made to the Resources and Policy Committee on 9 December 2009.
(Action: Clerk)

78. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business;

(i) Birchwood Café
(ii) Allotments

79. BIRCHWOOD CAFE
Members noted the report of officers RESOLVED that the café be closed from 31st December 2009 and only vending sales and party food catering be offered to customers.
(Action: Deputy Clerk)

80. ALLOTMENTS
Members noted the current situation regarding tenancy agreements and noted the officer’s action thus far.

Closure: 9.50pm

Chairman
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