Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Wednesday 14th April 2010 at the Birchwood Leisure Centre, Longmead, Hatfield at 7:30 pm
	PRESENT:
	Councillor C. Juggins – Town Mayor

	
	

	
	Councillor M. Alder
Councillor S. Atkinson
Councillor D. Berry
Councillor H. Berry
Councillor L. Clark

Councillor M. Clark
	Councillor D. Kay

Councillor K. Langley
Councillor H. Morgan

Councillor R. Wheeler
Councillor M. White
Councillor G. Wiltshire

	
	

	OFFICERS:
	C. A. Lloyd (Town Clerk)

P. Widdicombe (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	

	
	Plus 5 Members of the Public


1. WELCOME 

The Town Mayor, Caron Juggins, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. PRESENTATION BY THE DE HAVILLAND HOUSING PARTNERSHIP
Members received a DVD presentation by Teri Floyd the de Havilland Housing Partnership Community Co-ordinator and had the opportunity to ask questions about the project and development.
3. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillor Laver-Walton.
4. 
MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on the 1 April 2009 were approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a correct record.

5. 
REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR
Councillor Juggins reported as follows;

6.
REPORTS OF THE CHAIRMEN OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S STANDING COMMITTEES 

(a) Planning Committee

Councillor L. Clark reported as follows;
Members of the Planning Committee have met on 11 occasions during the past year. During these meetings 149 planning applications have been considered and 34 observations have been made.

Items discussed have included applications for and consideration of:

· restoration of mineral workings at Hill End Farm 

· residential development on phase 4 of the former aerospace site

· removal of a condition to allow 24 hour deliveries to Asda

· one stop shop at Breaks Manor

· part demolition and rebuild on the Bush Hall Hotel site (later withdrawn)

· housing growth options in the East of England Plan

· waste development framework proposals for New Barnfield

· temporary accommodation blocks for the University of Hertfordshire

· redevelopment of High View

· redevelopment of Hatfield Town Centre

Quite a few of the above mentioned applications have involved on site visits and attendance at other meetings, also presentations at Council meetings so that members have been as informed as possible about these projects.

I have found my first year as Chairman very challenging, very interesting and very stimulating. Thank you to all the members of this Committee, and to those who have also contributed to discussions, for their support. I wish to particularly record my thanks and appreciation to Paul Widdicombe, Deputy Town Clerk for the preparation of these meetings and his advice. It has been more time consuming for Paul and Jane as the method for responding to applications has now gone ‘on line’ but they have managed to cope with the vagaries of the computer world and have been able to process the plans for meetings in an efficient manner that members are very grateful for.

b) Leisure Committee
Councillor Atkinson reported as follows;

This has been another busy and varied year for the Leisure Committee with yet further development of our leisure facilities. This year has also seen the setting up of two working party groups, the de Havilland Working Party and the Hatfield Town Football Club Working Party to pursue two significant leisure projects, and the appointment of our very first Skate Park Champion to support the Hatfield Skate Park Project as part of the town centre development.

Birchwood Leisure Centre

Birchwood continues to play a central part in the Council’s leisure portfolio. We have experienced several challenges this year, namely the closure of the café service in response to reduced income and increasing costs.

We have also faced a challenge in discussions with Hatfield Town Football Club in discovering that the property and grounds of Birchwood are not correctly registered with the Charities Commission, and will be pursuing this matter along with Council officers to a successful conclusion.

The Council remains committed to Birchwood.  We have replaced heating in the main hall and continue with plans to secure funding for an astro turf pitch, ongoing maintenance projects and options on refurbishing the showers.  We will be actively looking at developing and marketing our offering here and at our other facilities throughout Hatfield.

Community Halls

Roe Hill Hall

Roe Hill had a new wooden floor installed earlier this year and remains a popular venue.

Newgate Street Village Hall & Howe Dell Community Centre
Are both well utilised, and we look forward to the installation of the new kitchen in Newgate Street later this year.

Lemsford Hall continues to be a popular location and will have a long awaited replacement roof and new fencing in the new financial year.

Open Spaces

De Havilland Grange Sports Pitch & Meadow & Chipmunk Chase

Consultation began in Dec 2009 and is ongoing regarding options for play facilities for older children and young adults in these areas. The Council used text voting for the first time in these consultations with much success. 

The area will have static goal posts and new signage, and we will be seeking expert advice on management of the meadow. The Council officers have also started negotiation with the planning authority regarding a community use building on the Grange. We have had well attended meetings during these consultations and will be continuing to support the views of our residents.

Coppice Close and Newstead

Both areas will have new wetpour surfacing and additional play equipment in the new financial year. 

We have also installed new play equipment and wetpour safety surface in Millwards and Ellenbrook.  This was thanks to funding from BIG lottery funding, the Play Partnership and prudential forward planning by this Council.

This has been an interesting and challenging year for everyone with some of the longest and liveliest leisure meetings for the past 2 years, and I would like to thank the Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, our Madam Mayor, Chairman of our Resources and Policy Committee, the entire Leisure Committee and both working parties for their support.  I would also like to thank our area Youth Worker, Jason Blight and our Leisure Manager Mike Speedy and all his staff for their continued commitment to Hatfield.

(c) Resources and Policy Committee

The Resources and Policy Committee, which has several varied responsibilities, has met six times during the year.

Capital Expenditure

The Town Council has received additional open spaces and play areas from developers along with money to enable the Council to maintain them. In order to manage these areas efficiently, the Council has opted to use the money to improve efficiency and purchase additional equipment including a mower and tractor.

Our policy is to keep all the Town Council properties in good condition by implementing a rolling programme of repair and decoration.

This year, improvements and replacement equipment have been purchased for the Funzone, and TVs installed in the Fitness Suite.

In keeping with this Council’s commitment to green issues, movement sensors have been installed in the Leisure Centre to reduce electricity consumption.

Grants

Last year 8 local organisations benefited from grants offered by the Hatfield Town Council, these grants are to help facilitate community activities within our area.

The recipients include:

South Hatfield Fair 

Birchwood Car Rally 

Guinness Trust 

The Ryde School PTA 

Green Lanes Primary School 

Town’s Women’s Guild

Green Lanes Allotment Association

Lemsford Youth FC
Annual Youth Exchange

Last year it was reported that there were fears that the twinning with Zierikzee in Holland may come to an end.  Sadly this has now happened.

The twinning with Zierikzee started over 50 years ago and developed from the 1953 disaster, when so many lives were lost during the floods which devastated the lowlands.

The people of Hatfield contributed to the flood relief fund, part of which was sent to Zierikzee, from this action a bond was formed 

Budget

This Committee also sets an annual budget and is acutely aware of its responsibilities to use public money with economy, efficiency and effectiveness. 

I am therefore pleased to say that we have been able to keep Council Tax increases below the rate of inflation for the 7th consecutive year.

In this respect I would really like to thank all the Council’s officers and staff for their hard work and dedication.

Finally, I would also like to thank all the Members of the Council for their freely given time and support.

5. 
QUESTIONS

There were no questions.
Closure 20:13

Town Mayor
