Minutes of the meeting of the Resources & Policy Committee held at the Sportsman Meeting Room, Birchwood Leisure Centre, Longmead, Hatfield AL10 0AN on Wednesday 21st October 2009 at 7.30pm.

	PRESENT:
	Councillor D. Berry (Chairman)

	
	Councillor C. Juggins (Vice Chairman)

	
	Councillor D. Kay

	
	Councillor R. Wheeler

	
	Councillor G. Wiltshire

	EX-OFFICIO:
	Councillor H. Morgan

	
	Councillor M. Clark

	ALSO PRESENT:
	Councillor S. Laver-Walton

	
	

	OFFICERS:
	C. A. Lloyd (Town Clerk)

	
	P. Widdicombe (Deputy Town Clerk)


38. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. Alder, Councillor D. Kay, Councillor K. Langley and Councillor G. Wiltshire.
39. QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.

40. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2009 were approved and signed as a true record.
41. MINUTES OF THE WELWYN HATFIELD ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2009 were noted.

42. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

43. CONTRIBUTION TO SPORTS FACILITY AUDIT
Members noted the report of officers regarding a request by the Borough Council to contribute £875 towards a Borough-wide Sports Facility Audit.  The Borough Sports Development Manager had detailed the benefits to the area of carrying out an audit.  Members also noted that they were not empowered to contribute to activities outside of the Council’s boundaries.

It was RESOLVED that the Council contribute £400 towards the audit. 
44. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2008/09
Members considered the report of officers and RESOLVED that the response at Appendix A to these minutes be forwarded to the internal auditor.
(Action: Clerk)

45. BUSINESS PARK TO RAIL STATION CYCLE LINK CONSULTATION
Members noted the report of officers.  Concern was expressed that the Highways Authority had not considered it necessary to consult the Council regarding the proposal and that the Council had only found out about the residents’ consultation by chance.  The Highway Authority had failed to recognise this Council’s unique place in the community to positively contribute local feedback to the officers.

Failure to utilise the underpass by Finch Lane was considered to be a serious flaw in the proposed scheme.  Whilst it was acknowledged that the cyclist would have to dismount, it was considered the far safer option than trying to create a cycle route on the existing roundabout.  

The Wellfield Road end of the scheme created too many crossing points not aligned with pedestrian crossings.
The scheme failed to detail any agreement reached with the strategic rail authority regarding upgrades to cycle security at the station.

Members would welcome the opportunity to discuss a revised scheme with officers.

RESOLVED that comments detailed above be conveyed to Hertfordshire Highways.
(Action: Clerk)

46. BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE – BROADBAND CONNECTION
Members considered the report of officers and noted the proposal to enable wi-fi throughout the building.  In view of the importance of parent/child interaction it was not considered appropriate for the FunZone but its use in that area outside of opening times was acknowledged.
RESOLVED that the Council’s supplier be changed to reduce line and call charges and the building be made capable of supplying wi-fi to all customers for £650 but only the Sportsman be marketed with this facility for a fee at present.
(Action: Deputy Clerk)

47. DRAFT BUDGET 2010/11
Members noted the draft budget for 2010/11.  Generally members were in favour of little or no increase in the Council Tax.  It was suggested that vatable income should be increased differently to non-vatable income and that the Deputy Clerk should report back to a future meeting of the Committee.  Officers were requested to consider a yearly pass for the FunZone and to carry out a marketing review on what the Council has and what can be achieved from it.  The Clerk undertook to chase up the renovations to the changing room doors at Roe Hill.

Generally Members indicated a budget which planned to replace aging equipment, kept staffing levels as at present and remained as far as possible the same as 2009/10 was preferred.

RESOLVED that Officers report back with a draft budget in January 2010 along the lines indicated in the preamble to this minute.
(Action: Deputy Clerk)

48. FINANCIAL STATEMENT TO 27 SEPTEMBER 2009
Members noted the report of officers.  

49. ADOPTION OF RED TELEPHONE KIOSK
Members considered the report of officers and noted the offer by BT for this Council to adopt the red telephone kiosk in Lemsford.  It was not considered appropriate use of the Council’s resources and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk decline BTs offer and suggest they ask Lemsford Village Society and the Borough Council.
(Action: Clerk)

50. CREATING NHS HERTFORDSHIRE
Members noted the report of officers which attached a letter from NHS East of England regarding the proposed merger of NHS East and North Herts with NHS West Herts.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the questionnaire that nothing is to be gained by the proposed creation of a single PCT Board for Hertfordshire and a lot to be lost as it will make it too remote from the local community  and that to sustain local relationships there should be no merger.
(Action: Clerk)

51. CONSULTATION BY HERTS HIGHWAYS
Members noted the report of officers and the consultation document from Herts. Highways.  Members were still very concerned that the entry was not satisfactory and use by coaches and other large vehicles will cause distress to residents in the area.  Church Lane is too narrow to be used by coaches and HGV and the curvature of the entrance does not allow easy access into Hatfield Park.  More consideration would be needed to the entrance and exit points for vehicles to manoeuvre.
RESOLVED that the comments detailed in the preamble to this minute be conveyed to Hertfordshire Highways.

(Action: Clerk)

52. RATES VALUATIONS
Members noted the new valuations being received and the substantial increase indicated for some properties.
Resolved that a full report be made to the January meeting of the Committee.
(Action: Deputy Clerk)

53. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Councillor C. Juggins requested details of the period covered for the E.on Invoices detailed on page 3.

Resolved that the schedules circulated with the agenda be noted and approved.

54. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members noted that the next scheduled meeting be held on 9th December 2009 at 7.30pm.

55. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business;

(i) Kennelwood House
(ii) Staff Annual Leave Request

(iii) Wellfield Trust Common Costs

56. KENNELWOOD HOUSE
Members noted the officer’s report.  
RESOLVED that progress so far be noted.
57. STAFF ANNUAL LEAVE REQUEST

Members noted and approved the request for extended annual leave subject to the member of staff undertaking not to go on holiday again until after 1st September 2010.

58. WELLFIELD TRUST COMMON COSTS

Members noted and approved the draft letter.

Closure: 9.30pm

Chairman
R&P12

