Minutes of the meeting of the Resources & Policy Committee held at the Sportsman Meeting Room, Birchwood Leisure Centre, Longmead, Hatfield AL10 0AN on Wednesday 9 December 2009 at 7.30pm.

	PRESENT:
	Councillor C. Juggins (Vice Chairman)

	
	Councillor D. Kay

	
	Councillor K. Langley

	
	Councillor G. Wiltshire

	EX-OFFICIO:
	Councillor H. Morgan

	
	Councillor M. Clark

	
	

	OFFICERS:
	C. A. Lloyd (Town Clerk)

	
	P. Widdicombe (Deputy Town Clerk)


59. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. Alder, Councillor D. Berry and Councillor R. Wheeler.
60. QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.

61. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 21st October 2009 were approved and signed as a true record.
62. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor G. Wiltshire declared a personal interest as Vice-Chairman of the Newgate Street Village Hall Committee.
63. MINUTES OF THE GRANTS SUB COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2009 were approved.

64. PAINTING OF FUNZONE
Members noted the referral from the Leisure Committee and the revised cost of £1,875.

RESOLVED that the expenditure be approved.

65. water tank cleaning
Members considered the report of officers and RESOLVED that ;

(i) if possible, work at Lemsford Hall and Newgate Street Village Hall be integrated into the kitchen refurbishments;

(ii) £345 be spent on training staff; and

(iii) £425 be spent on work at Oxlease House.
(Action: Clerk)

66. FLOORING AT ROE HILL HALL
Members noted the report of officers and the recommendation by the Leisure Committee.

RESOLVED that the hall floor be replaced for £16,421.50 provided the 30 year guarantee was assured and Borough Councillor N. Atkinson be invited to view the stripped floor prior to installation.
(Action: Leisure Services Manager)

67. newgate street village hall kitchen
Councillor Wiltshire advised that one quotation was outstanding.
RECOMMENDED that Council determine which company should be selected at its meeting on 16 December 2009.

(Action: Clerk)

68. HOWE DEll
The Clerk advised that following discussions with the Head Teacher and the school’s Facilities Manager, separation of the alarms was not considered expedient and a report would be made to the Leisure Committee in January regarding common costs and shared site working between the school and the community centre.
(Action: Clerk)

69. STOPPING UP OF GRUBBS LANE, LOWER WOODSIDE, HATFIELD
Members noted the report of officers relating to the closure of Grubbs Lane at the request of Imperial Hotels Ltd.

RESOLVED that Members agree to the stopping up Order but the Clerk be requested to express this Council’s dissatisfaction with the length of time taken by the County Council and its contractors to respond to requests from this Council whilst this Council expedites requests from the County.  

70. Business rate valuation
Members considered the report of officers and noted the substantial increases for all sites except the Depot and Oxlease House.

RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk appeal against the 2010 Valuations at all sites other than the Depot and Oxlease House using the same agent engaged for the 2005 appeals.

(Action: Deputy Clerk)

71. Town twinning
Members noted Councillor M. Clark’s report.  47 Dutch children would be visiting London in May 2010 and Chancellors School hoped to set up a teacher exchange programme but it appeared that Twinning as operated by the Town Council had now ceased.

Seven families from Hatfield had hosted families from Zierikzee and it was agreed that discussions should be held with the staff from Breaks Manor to ascertain what, if anything, should be done for those families who would not now get a return visit to Zierikzee.

It was suggested that the Borough Council may like to twin with Schouwn-Duiveland.  Councillor K. Langley undertook to follow up some possible twinning opportunities.

Councillor M. Clark and P. Widdicombe were thanked for all their hard working on Twinning over the years.

(Action: Deputy Clerk, Cllr. M Clark, Cllr K. Langley)

72. Accounting practices
Members noted the introduction of FRSEE from April 2009 and the comments made by the Deputy Clerk on the consultation document.

Members were unsure why NALC as an organisation had accepted that a reporting system clearly not fit for purpose should be imposed on Larger Local Councils.  It was considered that NALC had not represented Larger Local Councils adequately and had let the group of 44 down.  Representations should have been made to Government to ensure that an acceptable and workable system had been created for the 44 Larger Local Councils it represented rather than just accepting FRSEE.
RESOLVED that;

(i) the Deputy Clerk’s comments on the consultation be noted;

(ii) the comments detailed in the preamble to this minute be conveyed to NALC; and

(iii) officers work with external sources and the other Larger Local Councils to achieve economy in the transitional period.
(Action: Clerk)

73. DRAFT ANTI fraud & corruption policy, reserves and balances policy and risk management policy
Members considered the policies as circulated and noted the insertion of the word Manager in the last line of the third paragraph in 3.2.2 of the Anti Fraud and Corruption Policy.
Members considered that it should be this Council’s aim to achieve reserves of 20% of annual gross expenditure (currently £269,000).
Resolved that the policies be approved subject to the changes in the preamble to these minutes.
(Action: Clerk)

74. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Cllr. Langley requested that the option of combining servicing contracts be investigated.

Resolved that the schedules circulated with the agenda be noted and approved.

75. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members noted that the next scheduled meeting be held on 27th January 2010 at 7.30pm.

76. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business;

(i) Kennelwood House
77. KENNELWOOD HOUSE
Members noted the officer’s report.  
RESOLVED that advice be sought from the Council’s solicitor.
Closure: 8.35pm

Chairman
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